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The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

November 22, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included Mayor Danny Turner, Vice Mayor 

Jennifer Bowles, Council Member Gene Teague, Council Member Mark Stroud and Council 

Member Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present included Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, and Public Works Director Jeff Joyce.    

Following the invocation by Council Member Stroud and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Mayor Turner announced that the public hearing for a possible solar project had been 

postponed to a later Council meeting and would not be discussed at tonight’s meeting.  

Consider approval of minutes from the October 24, 2016 Neighborhood Meeting and the 

October 25, 2016 Council Meeting – Council Member Teague made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with a 5-0 Council vote in 

favor.  

Recognize Army Veteran John R. Redd as recipient of the 2016 Henry County-

Martinsville Outstanding Military Veteran, and Marine Corp Veteran Malon I. Shelton as 

Veteran of the Year – Mr. Redd was not present.  Mayor Turner and Vice Mayor Bowles 

presented Mr. Shelton with a plaque.  Shelton said it is an honor to receive the recognition 

and thanked Council for the award.  Council Member Hodge said she greatly appreciated his 

service and was thankful for how active he has been in assisting other veterans.   

Hear an update from New College Institute Associate Director and Chief Academic 

Officer Dr. Leanna Blevins – Dr. Blevins congratulated Mr. Shelton on his award and thanked 

Council for recognizing the veterans.  She wanted to point out the tasks that the NCI staff 

work on daily and shared student testimonials stating that Council should hear from the 

students and those who are committed to changing their lives for the better through NCI.  NCI 

welcomes families into the facility for educational opportunities and College Night.  They offer 

an Engineering Day for middle-school children and a College and Career Day for area 

residents. Council Member Hodge asked about the tele-health program, and asked if NCI is 

working to attract area high school students.  Blevins said the former coordinator had been 

working with the high schools to integrate some of the coursework needed into the high school 

curriculum.  They have also worked with Patrick Henry nursing students and IT students.  

Vice Mayor Bowles asked to verify if College Night is only for those looking to obtain a 4-year 

degree.  Blevins said College Night is more focused on 2-year or 4-year degrees instead of 

vocational training.  Mayor Turner expressed concern that the number of students seems to be 

down.  Blevins said the enrollment is down in Bachelor Degrees but enrollment is in line with 

national and state enrollment decline.  She stated that enrollment is up for other degrees.  

Council Member Teague asked where the future of NCI is going.  Blevins says the school is a 
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decade old and the model was to help our immediate region and attract more students from 

the local area.  If the school continues to focus locally then it will continue to be small.  If they 

expand outside of the area then a new model needs to be created.  Longwood would be a good 

partner in addition to other potential schools.  NCI would like to continue to build enrollment 

from outside the area but they need to focus on housing and employment for when the 

students graduate.  The NCI Board welcomes Council opinions but they plan to move forward 

with reworking the new model.  Bowles asked about worst-case scenario if funding in 2017 

falls through.  Blevins says they have financial plans in place even without funding from the 

Harvest Foundation.  Bowles also asked if NCI received the partnership with Longwood, would 

NCI still offer vocational training.  Blevins said the NCI Board does not want to make NCI 

another traditional Longwood campus; they want to offer other options including vocational 

and engineering.  Teague asked how the timetable would unfold defining the new model over 

the next year.  Blevins said it is hard to pinpoint a timeline and she did not want to be quoted 

when that could change.  She does not agree that NCI needs a partner to remain academically 

sustainable but feels it is in the best interest of the school to grow.  NCI partners with the EDC 

for the good of the community with EDC bringing NCI residents in need of opportunity.  Both 

agree that the community needs a highly qualified and educated workforce.  Teague asked 

how they are on space.  Blevins said they still have plenty of space available for classes.  

Teague says he understands the concern expressed by Mayor Turner about other 

organizations occupying space but he feels it is a support system between NCI and those 

organizations and would not present a problem at this time. Turner says it appears the 

building could be used for a lot more than what it’s being utilized for at this time. Blevins says 

they have had over 400 graduates who have bettered their lives, advanced in their job or 

obtained a job and that is the mission of the school.  Council Member Stroud hopes that she 

will be named Director and feels that would be one of the wisest decisions made by NCI.  He 

said he felt NCI is a vital asset to the community and providing education and training for a 

better community.  Bowles asked how the community could reach NCI and the Board 

members to provide their input; she also requested information on the Board meetings.  

Blevins said the board is working on ways to include the community involvement and 

feedback.  The board holds public meetings twice a year and those are announced.  Some of 

the smaller committees meet more often but are also open to the public.   

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards – October 1 through 

December 31, 2016 – Mayor Turner read the list of service award recipients.   
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Consider setting a Public Hearing for the December 13, 2016 Council meeting for the 

2016 update of the City of Martinsville’s Solid Waste Management Plan – Jeff Joyce, Public 

Works Director stated the plan needs to be updated every five years, detailing where the City is 

on goals.  Staff recommends the public hearing be set for the December 13 meeting and final 

touches are being handled now with copies in various locations for the public to view.  Council 

Member Teague made a motion to set the public hearing for December 13, Council Member 

Stroud seconded the motion.  Council Member Hodge asked if there was anything new that 

residents should be looking at.  Joyce said the contract was updated with First Piedmont last 

year and recycling rates would be addressed.  Over the next 5 years any cost savings would be 

implemented but no major changes are expected.  Stroud said the workers at the landfill work 

hard and are pleasant to work with.  All Council Members voted in favor. 



November 22, 2016 

 



November 22, 2016 

 

Consider discussion of the City’s 2017 Legislative Agenda – Assistant City Manager 

Knox detailed the amendments requested by Council previously.  Council Member Hodge 

questioned the item regarding the transportation authority; considering Henry County does 

not share the City’s view, she asked if they still want to pursue that.  Knox said the chance of 

it coming to fruition is a long shot.  Council Member Teague said it was the City’s position so 

he felt it should be listed.  Vice Mayor Bowles asked about the Economic Development section 

and if there was some language that could be added about requesting additional funding for 

local grants or small business grants.  Teague said that might be a question for the City 

Attorney Eric Monday.  Teague said he would like to see a statement added under Economic 

Development section to welcome state assistance to help stressed localities but stated he is 

against any forced or mandated help.  He mentioned the cost of housing inmates and what 

was funded by the state and what percentage was funded by the locality.  The per diem for 

inmate funding is down and the cost of housing inmates in Martinsville is $17 per day per 

inmate.  Teague said if localities are housing state prisoners (sentenced for 1 year or more) 

then the state should fund them 100%.  36 of the 130 inmates in Martinsville City jail are 

state inmates.  Teague suggested that Sheriff Draper could help draft the correct language to 

ask the state to fund state inmates entirely and maybe provide additional information at the 

next Council meeting.  Mayor Turner has talked to local legislators about help with AMP Ohio 
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and would like language added to help Danville in their battle against AMP Ohio.  Knox said 

there is still time to rework the wording on the BPOL line item.  Teague said VML supported 

asking JLARC to perform a study regarding the lottery sales revenue.  Council Member Hodge 

said Mr. Poindexter suggested asking another organization to perform the study.  

 

 

Consider amending the Northside CDBG Contract – Assistant City Manager Knox said 

when the project was started they planned to only do owner/occupant homes.  What they 

would like Council to do is send a letter of request to DHCD to allow owner/investor properties 

while no other items in the contract or the budget would change.  Council Member Hodge 

asked if any of the nine interested parties are current “problem” landlords.  Knox said they 

were not.  He said they are well within the budget and plan to pick up additional homes to 

rehabilitate.  Council Member Teague and Hodge both expressed concern that the property 
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owner should already be investing the money to upgrade the property.  Knox said some repairs 

are beyond what the owner is earning from rent to have the repairs made within a reasonable 

time frame.  The property owner would repay the money back and would not be allowed to 

raise the current rental rates.  DHCD may also require a public hearing before the contract 

can be amended.  Franklin Street is complete but Dillard and Warren Court will not be 

completed until spring, 2017 due to the asphalt plants closing.  Knox will return December 13 

to ask Council to expand the contract.  Hodge made a motion to authorize City Manager 

Towarnicki to mail letter of request; Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

members voting in favor 

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Teague made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with 

all Members in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Stroud hopes that everyone 

has something to be thankful for.  He said he is very blessed and thankful.  Council Member 

Hodge is thankful for youth in the community who want to share blessings and shared that 

Harvest Youth will be having community meal at the Martinsville High School November 23.  

She wished everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving.  Council Member Teague congratulated Hodge 

on her reelection to the City Council and congratulated Kathy Lawson and Chad Martin on 

their election.  He thanked those other candidates for their campaigning and participation.  

Vice Mayor Bowles congratulated Hodge, Martin and Lawson also and added that the Harvest 

Youth Board meal at MHS would be from 2:00-5:00pm.  She stated that the Millennials of 

Martinsville would be volunteering at the Harvest Board dinner and instructed anyone 

interested in volunteering to visit HarvestFoundation.org for more information.  Mayor Turner 

encouraged citizens to Shop Local Saturday; a local television station will follow Turner and 

the Vice Mayor while they shop several uptown merchants.  He shared details an event 

honoring Pearl Harbor on December 17 at Roselawn beginning at 12:53pm and invited all 

World War II veterans to attend.  Vice Mayor Bowles wished her father and aunt a happy 

birthday.  Turner asked Kathy Lawson if she would like to say a word.  Lawson thanked the 
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citizens who voted and trusted her to serve on Council again and she wished everyone a 

blessed Thanksgiving.  Lawson complimented Assistant City Manager Knox on his interaction 

with a resident that she spoke to recently and said the resident was very appreciative that 

Knox called to follow up to ensure the issues was taken care of.  

Comments by Assistant City Manager – Assistant City Manager Knox reminded 

residents there is a burning ban in the City and County.  He recognized the Police Department 

and Public Works Departments for a successful Christmas parade.  He reminded residents of 

the Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving Day.  City Hall will be closing half-day Wednesday until 

Monday for the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Business from the Floor (not televised) – no one stepped forward. 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Teague to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:11pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


